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EXCERPTS OF STATEMENTS CF WITNESSZS IN RE 
WILLIAM DESMOND TAYLOR MURDER - 1922 = 1936 


{ HENRY PEAVY (now deceased) Valet and house~ 
servant to Mr. Taylor. 
Statement taken on 2-9-22 at ten Ae 


P.21 
1.11 Q, Cn the morning you found Er. Taylor's body, in what 
position was the davenport in the room with respect to 
the body. 
A. Had not been a place in the room disturbed that I could 
tell you anything about = = = 
1.23 Q. In other words = = — the chair was where it belonged 
and. when this man died his feet were under the chair, 
A. Yes. 
P.27 (Re burglary of Dec. 4, 1921 * * * he said (Taylor) 
1.3 "They've taken the gold tipped cigarettes % * Wi 
P.2 
1,1 


A. About a week later, right by the side of the mail box 
where you go in onto the front porch* * * as I reached 
in the box to get the mail I seen this gold tipped 
cigarette. I said "Mr. Taylor, did you buy any more of 
those gold tipped eigarettes?4 He said "No." X & % 

P.28 G. “as the front door locked the morning you arrived there 

L.2 and found Mr. Taylor's body. 


& Yes. 
(2,29 Q. Was the back door locked? 
to A. Yes, just as I left 1t that night. I was sure of that. 
L.9 Q. The screen door hooked? 
A. Yes, the screen door hooked. 
Q. Windows locked on the first floor? 
A. AlZ the windows locked down on the first floor. 
2 (witness quoting Mabel Normand) “Henry, Mr. Taylor and 
4 I are going to get married. Will you work for me when 
_we get_married *# # # | A 7 
35 "You work for Mr. Taylor" she said "we are going to get 
1 married and have a little baby * * #! This was all 
said in the presence of Mr. Taylor. 
34 A. Well, I don't know anything about the love that liss 
8 Normand had for kr. Taylor but from Mr. Taylor's actions 
I knew he was crazy in love with MissNormand. 


MRS. FAITH MacLEAN, neighbor 
Statement taken on 2-9-22 


had Q. When did you first learn that Xr. Taylor was dead? 
A. At 7:30 Thursday morning. 
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P.41, L.l 


P.41,L.19 


1% 
IP.42,L.2 
to 4 


IP.45,L.7 


[2.44,L.15 


IP.45,L.15 
L.21 











IP.46,L.5 
L,13 


1.21 


«47,15 
to 6 


P.47,1.15 

















Q.Whe was it that brought it to your attention? 

A.His colored servant came screaming out of the house. 

Q.What aid he say? 

A."Help, Police, kr. Daylor is dead." 

Q-Did the fact that Mr. Taylor was dead remind you 
of anything that occurred the night before * * did 
you hear a shot. 

A.Yes, what we thought might be a shob or a muffler 
explosion, I do not know which. 

Q.When 414 you hear that? 

A.Sometime probably between quarter of eight and i 
eight o'clock on Wednesday evening. 

Q-Now, at the time you heard this shot did you go out 
on the porch? 

A.Yes, shortly after * * *oh, about, I suppose three 
or four seconds,maybe a minute. 

A.No I aid not I just opened my front door. 

Q.Well, what did you say? 

A.I saw a man had already opened the door of Mr. Taylor's 
house and vas looking towards Alvarado St.** # I 
didn't see him open the door; it was already open 
I think. 

Q.Which wey vas the screen? 

&.The screen door was open. 

I think the screcn door was open then, must have been 
to have seen his figure as clearly es I did. 

Q.Did he shut the door? 

A.It seems like he shut the door. It seems like he 
leaned in and pulled it closed, 

A.So it must have been opened because I distinctly 
saw his cap. 

Q.You are satisfied are you, that the Light came from 
Taylor's apartment out on the street through the 
open door? 

4.Yes, 

Q.Did he seem in a hurry? 

A.No, he was the coolest thing I have ever seen * * *, 

He turned around and looked at me and hesitated. 
Then it seems as if * * * that ur. Taylor must have 
spoken to him from inside the house * ** he thought 
he had spoken and he didn't. Seemed like he pulled 
the door shut, then turned around and looking at me 
all the time,walked down a couple of steps that go 
up to Mr. Taylor's house there. 

Q.Do you know whether the man that you saw went to 
Alvarado St. through the open court there? 

A.He went towards Maryland St. and- towards the alley 
in between the two houses because he was facing 
that way ready to go when I closed the door. 
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P.49,L.15 Q. 
A. 
Q. 


L.25 A. 


P.50,L.26 Q. 


& 
P.51,L.1 
to 7 A. 


A. 
P.52,L.2 Q. 


1.22 A. 


P.55,L.5 


P.55,L.18 0. 


A. 


You knew it wasn't Taylor. 

Oh, I knew it wasn't Taylor. 

Could you have recognized the man if it had been 
Er. Taylor. 

Ch, yes, positively. 

When I first saw him it looked like he had 
stepped to the door and was looking towards 
Alvarado St, 

Now, 1t is possible that it might have been this 
young man Howard Fellows, the chauffeur, that 

you saw there. Could that be possible. 

I suppose it could be possible but it doesn't seem 
to me that he was the boy or was the man. He doesn 
seem the built of that man. 

Did the man you saw have a smooth face? 

Yes, he did have a smooth face. 


Did the man you saw have on anything like a ehauffehr's 


uniform? 

Yell, the only thing I noticed was his cap, something 
tied around his throat. I don't know whether the meh 
had on an over-coat or not, 

His age I äop't know but I should judge the man 
was probably between SO and 35. He was about 5 feet 
nine, just about * * #, and he was stocky, not 
fat, but stocky. He had on acap., It seemed like 

a checked cap with a plaid in it, and he wore some- 
thing around his throat. 

Smooth shaven? 

Yea. 

Color of his sult? 

No, except it was a dark suit. 

Now didn't compare in size with xr. 
Smith, the reporter here, who is taking this 
statement? (Wr.Snith was about 5178") 

No, är. Smith is shorter. 

(The witness names the following men: 

kr.Hdenry King, = 

Mr. Mahlon Hamilton bua 
Mr. Arthur Hoyt p 

Mr.Berrie (first name Nigle?) - ~ 
Mr. Ince ~ 

Mr. Marshel Neilan 

Witness was then asked the following questions) 
Now then, tell me whether there is any possibility 
that this man you saw coming out_of there was any 
of the persons that you kave mentioned? 

No, I think not. I think I would have recognize 
any of those people. 


3. 












































P.56,L.8 A. 
1.12 


P.58,L.10 A. 


1P.65,L.17 A. 


P.69,L.24 A. 
[3 

P.70,L.1 

to 6 | 


P.70,L.15 A. Yes, in the morning, the next morning * * * around 


A. 


2. 
A. 


8 o'clock in the mornig3. KA 


**when he came out he was dresse as my idea of 
a moving picture burglar #*#? 

##because I remember thinking perhaps he might 
have been any of the boys in Mr. Taylor's company 
when they go out on location. 

Not well dressed. I don't know as I would say 
slovenly but I don't think he was well dressed. 


CHRISTINA JENZTI, maid for Mre.MacLean. 
Statezent taken 2-9-22 


(Witness after explaining that she was waiting 
between the service of courses to the MacQleans, 
states as follows) 

While I wes waiting there I heard a man come from 
the corner and go down in the alley and he stopped | 
right near against a big fence there in the alley, 
and it seems to me he stopped just between the 
garage and Mr. Jesserun's house. 

##Hë had flat shoes on, I know that. 

You think it was a men's steps? 

Yes. 

When I came in after she ranqthe bell I heard 

him move around just as she rargthe bell for me, 
and I went up and walked in and then I ceme out 
from the dining room, then was I heard him walking, 
I thought he walked in between the buildinge and 
between the garage and the houses, Mr. Jessrun 
living in * * and then I cleared out the table end 
as I cleared out the table and was going to take 
out the tablecloth was then I heard the shot. 


the back in the alley * * * I heard somebody com- 
Ang behind me. I turned my heard, I saw ir. Taylor' 
man who drives the machine and he said "Goodmorningi" 
He was in a great hurry and I thought well, he 15 
late * * * because he is supposed to have the machine 
out I guess before 8 o'clock in front*Tõr Kr. Taylor 
wee I guess just about 8 o'clock, 
(Witness quoting Ure. MaõLtap) She says “Come üp |“ 
stairs". I says "All right." I come up stairs. 
She says "Mr. Taylor was shot last night." "Ch# 
I said "Was he, that is what I heard,” and she 
said "Yes." 

I think I said to krs. McLean "That is the man I 
heard in the alley.” i 
Are you sure Mrs. McLean told you when you went up- 
there - = ~ you say at 8 o'clock 

In the morning. 

Are you sure Nra. MacLean told you at that time Mr. 
woe had been shot? 

e8. 

What time of the day was that? 





) 





P.72,1.25 Q. Can you think of that remark Mre. MacLean sald 


& "Mr. Taylor is shot." Didn't she say, "Mr. Taylor 
P.73,L. 1 15 dead." 
&2 A. No, she said"ir, Taylor has been shot." 


P.77,L.3 A. I told the officers what occurred the night o? the 


P.81,L.10 (Speaking of Nr. Taylor's body on the morning of 


P.82,L.2 Q. Why his coat appeared to be arranged you may say, 











P. 


CEARLES DOUGLAS MacLEAN, Neighbor 
Statement taken 2-9-22 at ten A. M. 


murder * * I was late for dinner. I was 5 minutes 
late. We had dinner at 7 o'clock. * * I must have 
taken another 5 minutes to get ready. We saz down 
I should Juõge 10 minutes after 7. We sat there 
and I guess it took a half hour to eat dinner. 
L.19 A. So I immecietely after dinner got up from the 

table, went upstairs to get the heater. I went 

in the front room and lighted the gas rediater. 
Also lighted the ges radiator in the backroom upe 
stairs, and I went in the front room and got my 
house coat end put it on and went into the bath 
room and detached the heater, when I heard the 
noise or explosion, it sounded like a shot. 


its discovery.) 

Q. What was the condition of the clothing,if you 
know. Was itdisarranged at all? 

A. No, not at all. He looked immaculate. 

Q. How was he lying? 

A. He was lying 7lat on his back, his feet separated 
e little, his legs apart and hie hands at his sides, 
lying perfectly on his back. H 


just like he was laid out by frienda 
A. Yes, he was perfect. 
L.7 A. As I remember the coat laid perfectly along his 
body. It vasn't thrown back over or anything. 
1.9 Q. -Was his coat buttoned? 0, 
A. I don't think 80. 
1.18 A. He looked just like a dummy in a department store 
or. in a window of a store, so perfect, so iInmeculate. 
I remember Í was impressed with the fact he looked t 
like a wax figure dressed upe 
HOWARD FELLOWS, Chauffeur for Mr. Taylor 
- Statement taken 2-09-22, 4:45 P.M. 
101,1.4 Q. where did you take Mr. Taylor the day he was killed| 
begin an the morning? 
A. It wad°the studio.  ***called for him I think at 
one o'clock, I took him down town tothe bank, which 
i sk rt up to see you, I think it was, which 
Wen ome and called for hi f 
Robinson's. s m at quarter of four dt 





te in a a a eet 





Sontinuing 
Ip,101,L.4 Qe 
A. 


L.25 


& 
P.104,L.7 A. 


Ae 


L.25 


P.105,L.2 Q. 


A. 


P.105,L.25 Q. 
ra 
P.106,1.1- 9. 














y 
P.l03,L.23 Q.You went around to àr. Taylor's house the night he 


Robinson's Store? 

Yes. He came along -~ Harry was waiting to see him. 
They talked there until it was pretty near time for 
me to move or get a ticket for standing after hours, 
(After relating taking Kir. Taylor home, he, Taylor, 
said) “I will call you between 7 and 7:30 if I want 
Ou. 


was killed. 

Yes. 

Just describe your movements when you went there 
giving the tine? 

I called up at thehouse at 5 minutes after 8 which 
I looked at my watch * * * I called up and got no 
anewer. About 5 minutes after 8 I tried to cell 


and I went cut and got into the car, drove up 6th td 


Alvarado,up Alvarado toliaryland and right around 
in back there where his garage is,right behind the 
landlord's house * * * Tdié@n't put the car away 
then, I left the engine running and lights on.*** 
I rang the door bell, thelights were all lit 
which I thought he might be home on account ofall 
the lights being lit. I rang the door bell and the 
second time I rang the door bell I looked at my 
watch* **, 

which my watch says quarter after 8. I rung the i 
door bell 4 or 5 times because I kind ofthought 

he was in there on account of thelighte being lit. 
Could you hear the door bell ringing? 

Yee. I started away and I got about to the steps 
and I hesitated to seeif I could hear him coming. 
As I hesitated there was no sound and I went and 
put the car away, opened the garage doors and put 
the car away, closed the door and walked right 
straight through the court down Alvarado. 

You did not open the screen door? 

No, never do offen any door. 

Did you ever have such occasion before, the lights 
would be on and he-would Not answer the door bell? + 
I never had any occasions like that. = 

+##ag I go around 1 notice there ie a light lit in 
his bedroom and a light lit in his den. There is 
always them lights but it wes a dim light. This 
time all the lights were lit,dining room lights were 
116 and they lit up the curtains thet much more. 
His upstairs lights were lit? 

One of them, just a glance I took at them 


6. 








26 














HARRY FELLOWS, Assistant Director to 
Wm, Desmond Taylor 7 
Statement taken 2-9-22. 
[P.109,1.11 Q. Did she appear to be fonšöf hin? 
A. kiss Minter? 
Qe Yes. 
A. Yes, she did seem to be very fond of Mr. Taylor. 
L.18 A. - - - -and seemed to chase him around to the studio 
and things like that. As far as I know Hr. Taylor 
never really thought an awful lotéf Mies Minter. 
I meen more than just to like her for a nice little 
girl. 
JPe111,L.1 A. He thought more of Kise Normand than he did of any 
one I have.ever known. 
«111,1..14 A. I got there ~- ~ ~- I must have got at Mr. Taylor's 
F house about 8 o'clock in the morning when I came there. 
Q. That is the day he was killed? 
A. Yes,on Thursday morning. 
9. Well, did you know that ke was killed before you 
went there? 
A. No, my brother called me up and told ne Mr. Taylor 
was found dead.imxbaat *** I understood him to say 
Mr. Taylor was found dead in bed. 
P.112,..15 Q. Who was there,Harry, when you came in? 
» There was Douglas MacLean ang the owner of the court 
I think, hie name is Jesserun. I think there was 
two men from headquarters and my brother,Howard and 
Henry Peavy. I am not positive whether the doctor 
was there when I first gotAhere or whether he came 
when I was 'phoning ir. =;ton. 
«115,1.26 A. Arthur Hoyt and Charlie Xaigne and myself went 
i upstairs and got all the literature and things like | 
«114,..1 that that we could get and put them in a package #*» 
1.16 and I gave Jimmie Vantrees who was Mr. Taylor's 
Cameraman and Mrs. Ivers (Jimcie's mother) and ask 
them to keep the letters for me. 
-114,L.25 A. Why Jinmie must have given then to Mra. Ivers and then 
26 then I went-right over and got them from her and took 
«115,..1-5 “them outto the studio. = i: 
Q. What did you do with then? 
A. Gave them to Kr. Eyton. 
[P.116,..7 A. *** I don't think anybody made an examination 
until kr. Eyton insisted on an examination being 
made and that must have been two hours or 23 hours 
after the time-we got there anyway. 
Re 
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W. 


A. ROBEATSCN, friend of Er. Taylor. 


Statement taken 2-9-22 at 8 P.N. 


P.124,L.17 Q. 


»25 Q. 
R.125,L.6 Q. 
1.21 A. 


P.126,1.20 A. 


P.135,L.22 Q. 


A. 


Where you ever present when Kr. Taylor mentioned 
lary Miles Minter? 

Yes. 

What was the occasion? 

That was last Saturday night. 

Who, if anyone else was present? 

Mr. Hoyt. 

He said she had been pesticating around there 
and got to be a great deal of annoyance. 

No, that was last Saturday *** that was the 28th. 
28th of January? 

Yee. 

She would cometo his house and kick up a fuss. 
What did he tell you about her kicking up a fuse? 
She threatened to scream. She was very obnoxious 
to him ang all of these attentions. 

By Mr. Cato: Were yoyever with Miss Windsor 

and Nr. Taylor and Xiss Blanche Sweet and Marshal 
Neilan and a couple of other girls at a cafe when 
Mr. Taylor taunted Neilan regarding Kiss Minter. 


VERNE DUMAS, neighbor 
Statement taken 2-9-22. 


P.144,1.15 A. 


1.24 


P.14578:l A. 


P.145,1.18 A. 


**About 7:30 as near as I remenber *** I was in 

my bath room shaving ** I heard this noise of the 
nigger hollering, ** 

and he hollered kr. Taylor was dead, stone dead, 
somebody come quick. I ran back in the bathroom, 
grabbed a towl, wiped the lather from my face, put 
On a bath robe and ran over there. 

Well, when I went in Henry preceded me ** and 
there was Kr. Harrington and some gentlemen whose 
nemes I do not know living across the street there. 


` In other words, 4-of us in a room * * * evidently 


he had died from a hemorrhage because blood had 
run from his_mouth and his nose and then looked 
like from his ear and had congealed and he was 
lying perfectly natural as though he was simply 
laid out as a corpse. 

***but the- body was lying parallel with the desk 
with the feet to the coor and the rug, the corner 
of the rug near his foot was pushed back a little 
bit *** and the chair upright and this foot under 
it and the chair at the desk was pushed just 
Partially under the desk *** and the chair right 


between his head and the desk. Well, on the table L 








3 


Continuing 
P.145,L.18 
P.147,L.9 


P.130,1.26 
& 
P.151 


1.10 


P.152,L.20 


P.153,L.10 











a. 


A. 
a. 


was a che& book open are tro plles of checks. 
Has the rear door a spring lock or is it locked 
with a key. 

Locked with a key from the inside.. 

There was no chance for enybody straightening 


this body out between the time the colored boy 
hollered anè you went in there. 

A. No, the only part of his body I touched was 
this arm and it was absolutely stiff. 

Q. How about his coat? 

A. It was as straight as if it had been pressed. 

A. ** and it was absolutely pulled perfectly 

straight. 


MR.CAHILL: We tested that and the bullet ---- 
the gun was not more than an inch away from his 
body and they couldn't possibly get that close. 


MR. WCOLWINE: I heard 1% was 2 to 4 inches. 


MR. CAHILL: No, we have got it to within an inch, 
the test shows that. 


KR. WINN: In my opinion, the szot that was fired 
4 inches from the pants in making that demon- 
stration, is the nearest likeness to the shot 
in the coat. 

















157, 


158, 


160, 


161, 


162, 


L 21 


1 15 


> Oro 


PO Pre 


BO pO 


NEIL HARRINGTON, Nei Booz 
Statenent taken 2-9-22 


= * * I understand you went over with Ur, Dumas? 
I went in there first. 

When you san Taylor lying out on the floor, way 
his clothing was perfectly arranged, was it not? 
Perfectly arranged. I made the remark at the 
time, "I don't believe the man fell in that 
position, 


(Re man peeping in windows of Taylor's home in: 
August, 1921) 

Between Taylor's house and the garage, there is 
the two windows, and Taylor's house the window 

to the living room and the window to the kitchent- 
*ox * I saw a men peeking in the curtain, and 
as he saw ne-- this man, I believe I would 
recognize-- as ke heard me he started and I 
stopped naturally, rather frightened, and he 
didn't say a word, but whirled right around and 
walked out. 

Do you know whether ir Taylor was there or not? 
There was a light in there, 

*** I should say probably along about the 20th 
of August, 

How would you desrribe the fellow's face? 
Rather a good looking fellow, good features, Of 
course I couldn't tell whether his face was 
ruddy complexion-- — 

Regular feetures? 

Yes, regular features. It wasn't Taylor's 
chauffeur at thet time. 


About what time was it in the evening? ` = 


Oh, somewheres around 9 o'clock, early in the 
evening. _ 


ARTHUR C, HOYT (Briend of Taylor) 
Btatement taken 2-9-22 


(Witness is quoting Taylor and speaking of Mary 
Miles Winter) A ind you, I am saying this 
irom menory but *** he (Taylor) said, "What am 
I going to dog She eomes here *** threatens to 
make a scene. I try to get rid of her, doing 
all in my power, *** Finally when I did get ner 
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P 186, L 11 
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P 259, L5 
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to go, she said 'Well, yof will have to drive me 


home.'" “nd he said, "No, you got here and you 
will have-to go alone, 


CHARLES VAIGKE (Friend of Taylor 
Stetement taken 2-9-22 


A *** After I got over the shock of Bills death, 1 
Le: 


was wondering how on earth Bill could have fal 
the way te did, The position that Bill was in 
stumpedme for two solid days ***, .If he had bee 
sitting in his chair and had been shot, or if he 
had been shot in his back with his back to the 
door, he was lying stretohed out with his feet 
towards the door, hands by his side. There Was 


no blood anywhere except directly under his meee 


where the blood hid run out of his mouth from th 
hemorrhage and a little bit directly under where 
the wound in the back was, 

Q Was the clothing all properly arranged? 

A Clothing all properly arranged. 


(Speaking of the condition of the room when he 
first Saw it the morning after the murder) 

ZR, WINN; There were also papers on the couch? 

A ** I know when you came up there about 9:15 or 
9330—— 

ER, WINN: Around 9:30 or 10 ofclock, 


of an hour, I noticed three or four checks on th 
floor alongside of Bill, cancelled checks, They 
were not_on the floor when I came in, This pile 
of cancelled checks was almost smooth and level 
right on his desk, just as though he had been 
interrupted in his work and nobody hed touched 
them. ** On the night after Taylor was killed 
I called Up Earl Tiffany and had him come up to 
the house,*** His wife came up with hin'**. _ 

~ The first thing he told me was that his wife had 
positively seen Sands at the corner of Fifth and 
Figueroa, I think it wes, et 1:15 PX on the day 
before Taylor was murdered, She had know Sands 
and Tiffany before She married Tiffany, 


(Second Statement taken 12-1-25) 
A *** it must have been about half past 7 in the 
morning of the day that Bill was killed that Miss 
Normand's maid came over and wanted to see me 


A Before we had been there a half or neor on thd 





























P 259, L 15 


p 264, L 22 


P 192, L 2 


P 194, L5 
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MW. KING: The man in the corner court, just beyond! 


> 


OF OOO 


Le 


Tight away, *** I hurried over and Mabel told 
me that Edna Purviance had telephoned to her that 
Bill had been found dead, *** and label ** asked 
me to go up there, and I think there were only 
two or three people there when I got in. It 
must have been approxim ately 8 o'clock, 

About what time was that thet you got there? 
About B or 8:30, Isnould say. 


Miss Purviance, on the same side Bill was on, he 
said he was reading an Evening Herald and heard 
the conversation between Miss Normand and Ur, 
Taylor, and heard them say, "Good night", and 
then the footsteps going back, and then imnediatp- 
ly the whirr of the motor, and she had gone and 
the footsteps died out, and he heard the shot, 


BABEL NORMAND 
Statement taken 4-10-22, 9:50 PM 


(Speaking of her visit to Taylor's home the 
night before the murder) +++ I arrived at his 
house about 7 o'clock, 

When you went in did you see anybody besides 
Teylor and his negro Peavey? 

Wo, 

*** and the room had b=en changed around, *** 

I noticed one thing in particular, that his desk 
was open and rather scattered full of checks 
and things. 

How long did you remain in the house with Taylorp 
Well, until about, I guess, a quarter to 8, 
Had his street clothes on, did he? 

Yes, just as I sar him when I walked in. 

In other words, he didn't have a smoking jacket 
or house jacket on? 

No, he was dressed just like you are. 

To'his street clothes, - 


*** and he said he would call me at 9 o'clock, = 


but he never called, 
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= kept one in the house. = 


WILLIAM DAVIS, Chauffeur for Mabel Normand 
Statement taken 2-12-22 





About how long did you wait? (Speaking of the 
night of the zurder) 

Well, something -- 30 or 35 minutes; just an 
estimate, 

About whet time did you errive? 

About 7 o'clock. 

About what time was it wren you drove away fron 
there? 

It was around-- it was between twenty and a quarry 
ter of eight; it was within five minutes of that 
because I looked at the clock and it showed about 
twenty minutes of eight, 






CHARLOTTE WHT Y 
Secretary to rs. Shelby 
Statement taken 11-28-25 


***and Lary stood up ani looked at her mother 
and said, "Do you really mean that?" and Mrs, 
Shelby said, "I certaizly do," She accused her 
of being intimate with Taylor and then made othet 
remarks, *** She locked herself in her mother's 
Toom ** and she got the gun and tried to kill 
herselž, but therewas a safety catch on it and 
it wouldn't go off,*** 

Mary was monkeying with this thing and finally 
the oatoh released itself and the darn gun went 
off,*** 

“hat kind of a gun was that? 

Revolver, A little snub-nosed thing, 

Was it a black one? A Yes. 

Who did the gun-belong to? A Hrs. Shelby — 

Do you know how long Sie had it? ans 


Oh, she always carried a gun, I mean we always F M 


She knew how to handle a gun? 
Oh, I should say so, 


*** one night when we (witness and lirs, Shelby) 
went down to Taylor's efter Mary, urs. Shelby 
took the gun, but I don't think she had any 
intention of using it on lary, 
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Did she (Shelby) threaten to kill nim (Teylor)? 
Yes, Several people heard that. It was in my 
office, 

“hen was it in your office? 

That was in 1920, in the summer. He (Taylor) 
had finished directing with Mary, Charley 
Maigne was directing her and Charley was in the 
office, and Taylor was in the office,*** 

*** She said, "If I ever catch you hanging around 
Mary again, I will blow your god dammed brains 
out." She walked right up to him, “he was just 
livid with rage and shook her fist in his face 
and swore dozens of times, 


konte Blue was supposed to have been run out of 
the dressing room with a gun by lirs, Shelby? 
Well, I don't know that she had a gun, but I 
know that he was run out of the dressing roon, 
because he ran into my office from the dressing 
room, 


Do you know of an inciéent that occurred in ki 


(Referring to incidents surrounding visit of 
Mrs. Sheloy to Taylor's residence in search 

of Harty) we She (irs, Shelby) said, "I will 
take »y gun, and if I find her there, I am ming 
to kill her."**I begged her not to take it ** 
She woulén't co it, so she went with the gun,*** 
She hac the gun with her at that tiree 

She nad it in her hand and her coat sleeve; she 
had big coat sleeves and the gun was inher hand 
hid by her coat sleeve, K 


Do you know of any other trouble with Taylor 
that “rs, Shelby hadg 

They fought all the time. Always on the set wheh 
he was directing, ere’ 

Was the situation getting worse all the time? 
411 the time. It_was terrible, 

Was there anyone else present_at of these” 
battles, that you recall, over Mr, Taylor? 
Well, Carl Stockdale, I am sure he was present, 


Do you know any of her servants (Shelby's) at 
the time of the murder? 

I knew them only by their first names,*** We 
had a butler named Frederick, a butler named 
Ernest, and a cook named Pauline, 

Edith Stewart was žary's personal maid at that 
time. 
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-I didn't go through the house, Charley Maigne 





Gan you think of any friends of yours, or any 
acquaintances of Shelby, in any wey at all, that 
were associating with or closely associated with] 
them imzediately prior to, or immediately after, 
Taylor's murder? 

ur. George Periolet, 

He is at Engstroz Apartrenis, Los Angeles, 

*** Have you talked ta Jeanne MePherson at all? 
Jeanne knows a great, big, large lot 

*** Jeanne ceme over to see Mary a day or so 
after the murder, ‘She would be a good person 
for you to talk to., And her mother, Hrs. O'Neill. 


Well, going back to that old subject of the gun, 
I just wanted to be sure that irs, Shelby had it 
in the house for a long tine, 

Oh yes, there was always a gun, 

If anybody said that urs, Shelby did not know 
anything about a pitol or revolver, and was 
afraid of one, that vould not be true? 

Thatis ridiculous. “rs. Shelby was not afraid 
of anything. 


2R. CHARLES ZYTON 
DeigT. FENOUS eyers-Lasky 
Statement taken 11-30-25 at 2:20 PX 


(Speaking of the morning following the murder) 
***T was called on the telephone, I should judge 
at § by his assistant Harry Fellows, and he told 
me. He said, "Er, Eyton, when I came over to 
Hr, Taylor's room this morning, I found him dead 
And I says, "Dead? “hat's the matter?" He says 
"Well, we have had a doctor here and he tells 

us it is a hemorrhage of the stomach,**** 


That would make if about 8:30, I should judge. 


and Arthur Hoyt and Douglas MacLean and Harry [| 
Fellows, = 


*«* Douglas “acLean was the first man that put 
it into my head that he (Taylor) was murdered, 
He said he was conšident that he had heard a shop 
the night before. He said to me, "Charley, don' 
let then take his body away without turning it 
over, because I think ve heard a shot last night/ 
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Have you any iäea who did the telephoning around 
about the murder? 

No. Harry Fellows telephone ne, 

Did you hear anybody call up Habel Normans or 
Hrs, Shelby? 

No. That all happened before I got there, if 
Mrs. “helby was called up. žabel Normand was 
called up, I know, Charley Haigne told me. 


What was the position of the body when you first 
saw it? 

The body when I first saw it lay right in front 
of the desk, with the head back, The desk was | 
near his feet, | 


*** Of course Lary was engaged to marry Mickey 
Neilan, so she told me, but I don't think there 
was very much to that. 

This trouble with Taylor, when was that? 

He and Nickey? Oh, iickey said something one 
night. They were drunk and žiickey apologized, 
It was nothing serious, 


Do you know Neva Gerber? 

Yes. That was one of Taylor's former flames, 
before any of this came up, 

web “hen he vent to war it vas understood that 
when he came back he was going to marry Neva 
Gerber, 


MRS, MARGARET SHELBY PILLHORE 
ister of Hary Hiles Minter 
Statement taken 3-10-26, at 10 Ai, 


You do have a recollection then tat she was(Mary) 
home at dinner that evening? 

Oh, abšõlutely, because mama had cooked this 
dinner she particularly liked and hoped she wou: 
come. home- to it; ta = BETA 

How long did she remain there? = 

After dinner we went into the living room and 
Hary laid on the couch and-read a book called 
"The Cruise of the South Sea Islands", It was 
rather a dry book, but the way she read it was 
interesting and we simply sat around home and 
enjoyed our evening et home, the three of us, 
Now I know mother was not at home, because if she 
was, she would have been there, Ur, Fitts. 
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L 25 Q Well, you are quite vositive that, after Mary 
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We stayed up quite late, I guess mama retired 
about 19 or 11 o'clock, ‘Mary and I stayed up ang 
didn't do much of anything until about 12, | 


came home thet afternoon, she didn't go out acai 
at all during the evening? 

A I an positive in this way; that we stayed up until 
about 12 o'clock, until after mama went to bed 
and #ary's roon is right next to mine and I didn/t 
hear her go out. I am quite sure she didn' t 
But you just said a few moments ago that she could 
come in without your knowing it. 
Yes, she could have, <** 


Then what tine of the morning of the second of 
February did your mother come back to the Hobart 
house? 











A Well, I should say around9 or 10 o'clock. 

Q When she caze hone to the Hobart house, she was 
acquainted with the fact that Taylor had been 
killed? ; 

A She said trat Zargery Berger told her *** 

aA *** She zs, Shelby) said, “Margery Berger tell. 

. Taylor has just been murdered," 

Q You are, then, positive thet your mother was not 
at the Hobart house that night (Night of murder)? 

A Yes, I am positive that she wasat the New Hamp- 
shire house, | 

Q And that she came in the next morning, early in | 
the morning? | 

A Yes, she came after the call from- Miss Berger, 

Q Could it have been after 9 o'clock when she 
came in? 

A It could have been. As I say, it was early in 


the morning, I know it wasn't as late as 11, 


your mother told you about it? A Wo. 


MISS J. H--BERGIR | 
Income Tax Expert for Taylor and WM.M. inte 
Statement taken’ 3-11-26 at 1:30 PE 


` Q *** We have been informed that you had a conversa- 
tion with "rs, Shelby at the time he (Taylor) mad 
killed in which you were the first that gave her| - 
the information as to his death, 


A I did? ky god, the next thing they will say I 
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murdered him. I should say not. J was the 
first one to give it to her? Absolutely not. I 
didn't know it until it was given to me, 


*** I think Hrs. Shelby called me up right after 
I got to my office in the morning. 

“What time was that? 

I imagine about 7:30, 

Do you recall that you warned Mrs, Shelby that 
she should not be in that house (N.Hampshire houp 
by herself? 

I did? Well, I should say not. 

ånd that she renlied over the phone that sne 
wasn't eIone, that she had Xr, Smith there? 

I say that? How could I ever make such a remark? 
The first time I heard or saw you was after this 
murder, wasn't it? 

Do you renember of ever calling Hrs, Shelby on 
the telephone and telling her Taylor was killed 
or murdered? 

NO — capital letters -,N0. 

Yow, “iss Berger, I asked you yesterday a ques- 
tion, whether or not you ever had a conversation 
with Hrs, Shelby on the morning of February 2, 
1922, following the death of Mr, Taylor? 


At what time? 

At half past seven in the morning Mrs, Shelby 
called ve. 

Would you care to relate to me what the conver- 
sation was? 

Absolutelys Gladžy. Tarrived at my office ber 
tween 7 and 7:30 on the morning of February 2nd, 
1922, My telephone was ringing. I answered the 
phone, irs, Charlotte Shelby said, "Margery 
I heve something terrible to tell you. The man 
that was in your ofiice yesterday afternoon is 
no more, He's dead," I said, "What do you mean 
Ske said, "He was found dead this morning." 

"Tho told you? What do you know about itg" I 
said, "Lasky's just called me up and told me," 
I said, “Where are you now?” She said, "I am at 
the New Hampshire home," I said, "Is the whole 
family there?" She said, “No, I am alone," I 
*****She did state that Lasky's Studio had 
called her up and informed her about half an hi 
previous to her calling me. It was between 7 ani 
7:30 that morning at my office that she called. 
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ERS, CHARLOTTE SEELBT 
Mother of Lary U,vinter 
Staterent taken 4-9-26 


During the time in the east there, when he (Tey1br) 
was directing her (Mary), did you observe any 
awakening of a friendship or love between the 
two of them? A No. 
When dià you first see that, or did you at all? 
I never did know it, Mr. Keyes, until ur, Mott 
told me of the letters that had been found in 
Taylor's drawer that absolutely is convincing 
that there had been something there. | 
You mean after he was killed? ! 
Yes, end Xr., yton told me also after ir, Taylor 
was killed that he knew that, that he knew for a 
long time that “ary and ir, Taylor hed been 
intimate, and I said then "ur, Zyton you should 
have told me," 
During that time, Urs. Shelby (referring to 
latter part of 1919 and early part of 1520), was! 
very e around with Taylor to your knowledge 
at ? 
Why no, and Mr, Taylor was the most perfectly 
poised man, such a proper man. He would take 
ary out to dinner and he would invariably in- 
vite me and my mother to go to dinner with them, 
Did you make any objections? 
Not the least in the world, 
Were you friendly with him? A Oh, yes. *** 


* 


Do you remember anyone in particular with whom 
she was associating at that time? 

It wasn't men, Hen hadn't begun to give me any 
trouble at that time, It was women 

Who was that? 

Jeannie McPherson, i = 
Taylor's name never entered into the discussion 
then? 

No. „I always felt that, when Mary was out with 
Mr, taylor she was under a=good influence. *** 
Did you ever have any words with Ur, Taylor over 
Mary? 

Never a word, never the slightest word, 





(Speaking of the time Mrs, Shelby went to Taylor! 
home at 2 a.m. looking for Mary) Q “id this 
secretary of yours, Miss Whitney, go in the 
house with you? 

No, I know she didn't because there was nobody 
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in the room but ir. Taylor and me. She stayed 
in the car, 

Did you have any weapon with you at that time? 
Good lord, no. 

You aresure you didn't have a revolver with your 
No, “r. Keyes. 

Well, you owned a revolver at that time? 

Ho. If I owned a revolver at that time, I don't 
know where it was, It was thrown away, 


What date was it when you were at iir. Taylor's 
home that you were telling about» 

I think I coutd almost fix that date, Mr, Keyes, 
referring to a certéin little book, you know, 
Because I was reading Mary's diary and she goes 
or to say in this diary that she and I had some 
little words that evening, you see, and she has 
Written it very cleverly, about the small girl 
going out in a huff, etc., and she adds that 
motzer was right, **** And I think the date of 
that happening is right in her diary, 

Did you ever maze a threat to kill iir. Taylorg 
No, ir. Keyes. I never had any reason or desire 
to kill Mr, Taylor. 

And you are positive, are you, Mrs, Shelby, that 
you never at any tire threatened r. Taylor? 
Certainly not, I hed no reason, I never threat- 
ened to shoot ir. Taylor. I don't think I ever 
threatened to Shoot any man, M 

To shoot him? Ko, because I had no reason. I 
had no provocation, I never had a quarrel with | 
Tr. Taylor in my life, - 

You spoke of having thrown a gun away? 
No, my mother did that. 

That was your gun? — 

Yes, It was a gun I used once, I shot it once 
anå once was enough, 2, 

How long had you hac the gun? 

The gun was given to ze in Santa Berbera by 
Harry Eaves, who hes a jewelry shop up there - a 
very short little pistol - a little automatic - 
**** anc he said to me, "I jave got two and you 
gught to have one,” 

here did you sey you shot it once? 

E got a friend of mine to take me out in Santa 
Barbara, just off the road, and we shot it into 
a bank and I shot it once. 
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Did you ever do any target practice with it? 
Yes, that one tize. It was enough for me. The 
thing was too short, J can shoot a long pistol. 
I wouldn't mind shooting a shot gun,*** 


Vell, Mrs, Shelby, Mary shot that pistol off one 
time, didn't she? 

Yes, she shot it off twice, ! 
Was that the "suicide"? : i 
That's the "suicide" 


(Be suposed suicide) "Well, we were living at | 
56 Fremont Place,**** I remember the secretery | 
was there that night, Hiss Whitrey.*** She (uary) 
rushed up the steps crying "I az soing to end it} 
all, I am going to end it all." *** Then Char- 
lotte (Miss “hitney) said- to me, "irs, Shelby, 

oh, tims. Shelby, there's a pistol in your closet,? 
*** But she ran up the stairs ard ran in wy room’ 
and closed the door, H 
Did she lock the door? | 
Dh, locked the door, and the first thing ve kner4 
bang, *** and a second more and - bang - the 











second shot. **** The chauffeur (Chauncey Baton) 
-epoeared, and the night watchman (7), and I said 
"Break in the door", The two men rushed against 
the door, the door fell in, and there lay wary ; 
on my bedroom floor *** They picked her up 80 į 
tencerly, anc Chauncey turned her over end he i 
said, "Why, Mrs. Shelby, there is no blood on i 
her," **** By that time the secretary had faded; 


give you all a jolt," i 
*** was there anything satd-about Taylor in that? 
Did he have anything to do with that quarrel? 

Ho, I don't think he had anything to do with that/ 
*** I may have asked her if she had been out with 
kr. Taylor, 

But there was no quarrel about Ur. Taylor? 

It seems to me she mentioned Taylor's name, I 
don't remember now, or what,** 


Then the report thet I got that you have been 
practicing some revolver shooting — is there 
anything to that? 

I told you I shot it once, I know a man who 
will verify it - Hr, Stockdale. 
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No other pistol at any other time? 

No, I am afraid of pistols, *** 

What did your mother co with your vistol after 
Mary pulled this stunt, 

That was all there was to it. Of course, we 
found Sharlotte ihitrey in a faint on the floor 
and we had to revive her.****And Chauncey was 
trying to find out where the bullets went, and 
we discovered one builet had been shot into my 
eloset, and we found that, and another one went 
up in the ceiling of the closet, I remember 
mother teking the pistol, e said, "Here, give 
me thet, That's enough of pistols lying aruund.' 
What did she do with it? 

I never saw it again. I think I asked her once 
or twice what she dis with it, and she said, 
"It's out, It's put away, 


I had an engagement with a man the next =zorning 
(2-2-22) at 9 otclocx,*** This man was a client 
of a friend of my daughter's, Hr, Albert Heiner, 
***T also had been talking to a man about buying 
an Aeolian Organ, and he Stopped in that morning 
*** And while these tvo men were in the room, 
the telepho: rang. It was then a little after 
, and 2i, Sarl Stockdale called me up. He had 
gone to the Studio to work and had learned of 
the death of Williax Desiond Taylor, Naturally, 
knowing that ke directed Hary, he called me up 
and told me that "illiam Desmond Taylor had been 
found dead that morning, 5 
Just what did he tell you? 
He said, "Mrs, Shelby, I just wanted to Cell you 
up and tell you, I am at the studio, "illiam 
Desmond Taylor was found dead this morning," 





Oh," I said, "that's terrible.” That's all he Je 


knew.*** I turned to these gentlemen and said, 
"Oh, my, it's terrible, A man who directed my 
daughter, a very Charming gentleman, was found | 
dead this morning," **** Then the telephone = 
Tang again and the inevitable Miss Berger again. 
* said, "Oh, “Margery, Ur. Stockdale just 
telephoned me from the studio that Mr. Taylor 
was found dead this morning." *****In a few 
minutes the telephone rang again.*** This time 
kiss Berger said, "Tilliam Desmond Taylor was 
murdered this morning, He was shot." I said, 
"Oh, my, this is terrible; the man Was murdered? 
Was shot? So we discussed that and the organ 
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knew I was waiting to go out with Mr. Rice so** 
Hr, Rice and I got in his car *** and I said, 
"rr, Rice, do you mind if I stop at my house and 
tell my people?" *** and it seems to me that on 
the way crossing VermontI met my mother coming 
over in @ car with the chauffeur and I just 
waved to her to turn around and come on back 
with us. I resember thet distinctly,****«x+++ 
Ivas in a great hurry vecause Mr, Rise was 
waiting for me in front, and I remember the chau 
feur had parked my blue Packard in the driveway, 
and something was said about “ary wanted the cer, 
Chauncey had gone to get Mary's car, However, I 
went upstairs in a great hurry, and I said, "Oh, 
Julia, deer, Xr. Taylor was murdered last night." 
She said, "Oh, it isn't possible. I can't | 
believe it, It isn't true." I said, "Oh, yes, 
it is, liss Berger told ne so," *“###eeee 


Did Yr. Woolwine ever try to take your statementh 
No, he never asked me a thing, Mr. Keyes, Xo- 
body ever questioned me, \ 


the conversation with Chauncey? 

I said, "Chauncey, what did you tell them" He 
said, "I told them that you called me up very 
early that morning, about half past sevem, and 
my wife said you vent emer there without break- 
fest; that you wanted to go over to the Hobart 
house." F said, "The morning of the Taylor 
-murderg" He said, "Yes," I said, "Why, I 


couldn't have known until after 9 o'clock," He = 


said that he drove me over that morning and _ 
said that I was at the window with the papers." 
I said, "How could that be; besides there wasn't 
any papers that morning." "No," he said,"that's| 
what they told me down at the office, that there 
Wasn't any papers that early." I said, "Well, 
that's nothing, it is just a lapse of memory, iti 
is of no consequence." And finally he saw he 
was in the wrong. I explained to him that lr. 
Rice had driven me over." 
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(rs, Shelby tells about some night when Mary had 
failed to come home, and they had looked for her 
until about 2:30 a.m, and finally located her 
car in front of Charlotte Whitney's house) 

So Margaret and I rushed in and went up the steps 
hurriedly and opened the door and came upon Mary 
Monte Blue on the couch, The door opened right 
into the front room, This Monte Blue started to 
run out into the kitchen and out the back door, 
You mean that they were in a compromising 
position? 

Yes, I was about the maddest woman that could 
ever be, I grebced this halfbreed Indian by his 
shirt tail and I said, "Come right back in this 
room. I have something very foreeful to say to 
you, Come back here/" 


ZR. DAVIS: That time she went out with Žarshall 
Neilan, after the murder; wasn't that about two 
nights afterward? 


Now explain that Monte Blue proposi- 


A Yes, 
Q Immediately afterwards, wasn't it? 
A It was 


ER. KEYES: She tried to kill you, you say? 
A Tes,****Oh, “ary said around the house freely, 
"Oh, iirs. Shelby killed Taylor", Not only once but 
many times, °he was always saying that, 
p 


EARL TIFFANY a EN 
-Ghaufžeur for W.D.Taylor = 
Statement taken 2-17-22, 11:30 AV 


Do you know of Sands securing a considerable 
amount of money that was not his? **** 

ur. Taylor told me right close to $2400, some- 
thing of that sort, as near as he could figure, 
Did he say how he got the money? Pg | 
Yes; I saw the book, when he discovered the book 
Through checks? 

Through checks and money that he had left with h: 


Do you know of any women, frequent callers on 
Hr. Taylor? i 
Yes; Mary Miles Minter, Mabel Normand, Edna Pur- 
viance ***** 

I think it was Mrs, Dustin Farnum, *** 
Did you know Miss Gerber? 

Yes, she has been there, 
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Do you know if it was his (Taylor's) custom 
always to accompany a lady or escort her to the 
car? 
Yes it was, he was very polite that way. 
Was it his habit to leave the door open when he 
would go out? 
If he stepped out the front door, it would 
neraliy be ajar. 
o you believe that person (murdered) was famil- 
ier with the house, you know, the ground? 
They had been there; there seems to be no doubt 
about that, 
Somebody that knew the house? A Yes, 


Did you ever know of any of those chauffeurs, 
say fellows, or what is the other fellow's name?) 
Harry Fellows end Howard Fellows or Bill Davis? 
Davis, yes, Did they ever handle any hop? 

No, 


UR, WINN: This men Sands pried into Mr, Taylor'$ 
business more or less, did he not? 

Yes, he did in every way possible. 

He knew considerable about his affairs and Sands 
told you that Taylor's name wasn't Taylor, that 
his name was Deane-Tanrer? 

Deane-Tanner. 

Did he tell you how he found that out? 

Well, through Taylor's correspondence, I presume, 
+*+ Taylor™told me that Sands read every letter 
that came into the house for him, 

Did Taylor also tell-you-he didn't know how —_ | 
Sands found out so much, but he was=trying to 
catch hin? A Yes. 

Did Sands ever tell you he had it on Taylorg 

for instance, Sands would say, "If the old man 
ever gets hard, or something of that sort, with 
me, I will let hiz know where I get off et, you 
see, and where he gets off," **** i 
Do you know whether Sands had any means of find-į 
ing out whether or not xr, Taylor had siept with 
a koran in his home there or not? 

That Sands had any means? 

Yes, 

Absolutely, 

Tell us what it is, 

In finding the hair pins in the bed and these 
pink combinations had been, used, and the douche 
bag had been used and kr. Taylor had suppositoriés 
there at one time. 3 
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P 328, L 1-2 A She said he had on a cap, a grey cap and grey 
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Did Sands ever tell you what women he suspected 
of spending the night out at ur, Taylor's home? 
Mary Miles Minter, Mabel Normand, and žiiss Neva | 
Gerber, 

Did he ever find any hair in the bed? 

Yes, and like this thing published in the paper, 
where it says "I love you, I love you," I seen 
that note at Taylor's house myself, 





(After telling how Mary had been told over the 
phone that Taylor wasn't home, that ~ary would 
drive over to the house and catch Hr, Taylor 
there) She would be given to understand he 
wasn't there, and she would get in her car and 
come over, and find him there, I have seen her 
coming out of the house as if she were about 
ready to cry her eyes out, (4,4, inter) 

On those occasions, how long hac she remained 
in the house? 

Well, sometimes, well, he would be waiting there 
and I would go on home and he would come out and 
say he wouldn't need me any more, to go on home 
** The next morning I would take him to the 
studio and Jazz (Sands) would say, "Let's go w 
and see who slept with the old man last night, 


Is it your wife that sam Sands on the street? 
Yes, that was 16th & Flower *** she told re about 
that the day before the murder, 

“Bic she tell you before she heard of the murder? 
Yes, 

That she Säw Sands on the street? = 
Yes, walking down 16th Street, ** There was no 
Question about it. 

She knew hin? => 

She knew him as rvell as she kner me. 

Just a moment, Did she have any conversation 
with hin? 

No, not at that time, 

Did she speak to him? 

No; she said he turned and looked right at the 
street car, and looked right at her as if he 
didn't recognize her, and she said she had a 
notion to get off the car *** 

**** jt just started, you know ** r 
Did she say anything about his clothing being 
the same as it used to be, or different? 


overcoat, one of these what you call them, a 
certain kind of coat. 
Gaberdine? A Yes, that is it. 
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She said he looked just as fat as he always did. 
He was an inch shorter than my wife, 

23 to 25 years old. 

How tall? A About 5 ft, or 7 inches 

And his weight? A About 187 pounds. 

Smooth shaven? A Yes. 

Light complexiong A Very ruddy complexion, 
healthy looking, very healthy. 

His hair? 

Well, his hair *** was blonde but his beard was 
ark, 

Iid he weer glasses? 

No, not to ny knowledge. 

Jazz wore about a 7 shoe. 

How about Sands' eyebrows coming together over 
his nose, Yo they do that? ** 

Not quite, I remember one thing, they were a 
perfectly straisht line, 

Not arched? 

No; they sort of came up favoring the upward 
turn more than any other way. 

What was his nationality? 

I think English, with a little Scotch. 

Without a doubt he had a wonderful education, 


. Do you know whether Sands carried a gun or not? 


Yes, he did, 

What kind? 

He had a Colt's, whether thet was his or MI. 
Taylor's I don't know, 

I was down town with him several times, and he 
narrted it with him once or twice to my knowledg 
and he would stick it alongside the car and I 
would ask him what was the idea, and he just 
laughed abeut it, vas all, but the man was a 
coward, ** 

Is he (sands) hairy, is his breast hairy? 

Well yes to an extent, that is where it is long. 
He had long hair on his chest? 

Yes, 

And on his legs? 

Yes, extremely long, and he was ungodly, 
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1 MARY NILES MINTER 
Statenent taken 2-7-22, 5 Pi 


P 339, L 19 Q *** When was the last time you called on him 


3 (Taylor) at his residence? 
A On the 23rd of December. 
4 Q Vere you alone at that time? 


A I was alone, 
s |P 340, L 15 A I had not seen lr., Taylor in five months at that 
time *** three months I know of, and I just got 


s | to thinking about it and decided I couldn't 

i stand it any longer. I was going to go up and 
7 tell him "goodbye", 

,P 342, L 9 Q As I understand it, you were sincerely in love 
s | with hin 

| A That is true, 
9 L 14 Q You told him, did you? 


A Absolutely, He loved me; he told me so. 


P 346, L 19 Q Had you been going with Mershal Neilan during, 
wy u say the st thirty or sixty days prior to 
i faylor's death? 


n 23 es, he hsd been to see me; I had been out with 
him; I am not sure whether it was within the 
2B thirty days or not, but in the last two months, 
yes sir; but goinz with him no more than I had 
u for years off and on. 
P 347, L 7 Q Had he provosed to you? 
1% A Yes, he did. 
kai Q Do you recall approximately when it vas? 
X 16 A About two months, 
a 1 - Lia A Yes, about the lest of November, 
2 Q And-you, of course, rejected him, I suppose? 
A Yes; that is, I didntt exactly say, "Ko, I mill 
18 -not marry you,” I didn't take him seriously,** 
P 348, Lb 21 Q Did he (Neilan) ever bring any tales to you for 
19 which Taylor was supposed to have been responsible? 
A- Not until recently. 
20 | = Q #hen vas that? 
' A Lest Friday night. Whereupon we had a severe 
21 Quarrel, I didn't believe him, 2 
P 349, L 1 Q That was Friday night after the killing? 
2 A Yes, 
Q Or before the killing? 
23 A No, after, $ 
Q Did he ever say anything like that to you before 
“ the killing? 
A No indeed, he didn't. He knew that I loved 
nw igs HT. Taylor. 
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Va Robinson"; maybe he meant"Captain'; I don't knosl 


You and Marshal Neilan were engaged? A No, 
Did you ever give him the impression that he 
might some day be successful in his effort to 
marry you? 

Not to my knowledge, If I have, it was more ot 
less of a joking way. I think I have at times 
said, "Well, Marshal, when are we going ka all 
around the world on our honeymoon? 


(Witness had been speaking of spending the early 
morning in a Hollywood studio (morning after 
Taylor's death) talking with Neilan) What were 
yountalking about? 
About Xr. “aylor and the letter Harshal Neilan 
had tried to get for me, 
Who tried to get for you? 
Marshal "eilan had tried to get for me. It was 
the first inkling I knew of his knowledge of ny 
letters, that I had written any to . taylor, 
He told me certain very, very ghastly things 
that have since been proven absolutely true. He 
told them to me in my interest but they mace me ; 
very furious at the time, and we left more or leks 
in a cuarrel, A 
*e** He said, "Now, “ery, I tried to get your 
letters"-- M i a 
(Mary is quoting <arshal Neilan) "Now, “ery, 
here is the ghastly thing I have to tell you." 
He said, "One time-" I don't know whether he pal 
, 








in his room or the club, he wes somewhere, I 
think in one of his own rooms, he, Karshal Neila 
And Arthur Hoyt, Cap Robinson— He said "Cap 


**** I know Arthur well. He said, "Ve were all 
standing eround there talking pleasantly"-—- 

I think he said Antonio Moreno was there, He 
said, "We were all talking pleasantly and Y E 
Taylor suddenly started talking about you (lary) 
and the talk grew finally more and more personal 
and finally he said *** he said you have been 
over in the last two weeks"--I should say this 
is within at least three weeks of ur, Taylor's 
death; I think tiarshal told me at the time ***-- 
"within the last. two weeks, that you were 
undressed in his apartments; that you beseeched 
him for his leve; that he resisted you, and 
finally persuaded you to leave his apartments." 
*** I could feel myself grow red. I said, "Is 
that all you have to tell me about Ur. Taylor?" 
He said, “Well, I could recite some more instances 
about Bill's seeming insanity." +++ 
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ZA. MOTT: Excuse me, Did he refer to ix, 
Taylor's condition? k 

Yes, he said he was drunk at the time,*** 

At this time he was intoxicated, and they talked 
on and on about this thing. Marshal said he 

got up and told 3111, “You are insane; Some- 
thing is the matter with your ning. I would 
certainly take more vengeance on you if I didn't 
think you were crazy." *** 


More or less in a humour way, I said, "The only 
person I know who could have had a possible 
aotive for killing him would be irs, Julia 
Cranford Ivers." 


This was the second time he (Neilan) hed 
declared his love for you, On one occasion he 
proposed to you? 

Yes, 

He asked you to marry him? 

Yes, and then he would dart away again. , 


was murdered? 

0. 

Where did you happen to be that night? 

Iwas athore reading the Cruise of the Kawa. 
It is a humorous book; it is really a travesty 
on Frederick O'Brien's stories of the South Seas|, 
It is very funny, and I laid there laughing all 
evering. I was very-- right while I was laying 
on the couch reading alsud to mother and sister 
and we were all laughing heartily at that-time, 
and at the same time xr, Taylor was being 
murdered, It seems very horrible to me. 

You had no company at home thet night? 

Let me see, I don't rememoer any, Possibly itr. 
Stockdale, he generally did, or maybe somebody 
dropped in, I don't just remender, Usually 
every evening somebody drops in, I know they 
were not there at the time I wes reading the 
book. 


dt 
You didn't telephone Taylor on the night he Ja 


MARY HILES MINTER 
Statement taken 3-4-26 


And during all of the period from the time you 
first started in to wrk in the pictures, up 

until “ur, Taylor's death, your mother took charge 
of your money, dic she not? 
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Entirely; and before Ivas in pictures I was an 
actress onthe stage - as a child - 

4nd she managed all your affairs? 

Oh, yes. 


You eventually fell in love with =r, Taylor? 
Imuediately, 

Your mother found out that you were in love? 
Yes, oh, yes. I made no secret about it, 

You tol her? GA 

I don't know that I toid her; but “ama knew of i 
And she (irs, Shelby) objected to your keeping 
company with any man? 

“ne certainly did — other than her choice ~ and 
her choice was not my choice, 

Oh! I know that he loved me and that he was 
simply trying to break off his relations with 

me — and Iwas never jealous of anyone he appeare 
with — it was irpossiole for me to have him at 
my home - to see him at my home — and I couldn't 
expect ~r. Taylor to sit alone all his life and 
go with no one, 


Oh, yes. urs, Ivers. Why I didn't know that irs 
Ivers was there frequently - she may have been- 
she was his scenario writer. 


*eee* I said (to Taylor) "Will you see me to the 
car?" And he said, "Oh, yes," So we walked out 
to my car - and as I wanted something of his to 
keep to remember, I pulled his handkerchief out 
of his pocket and put my handkerchief in its 
place. **** 


Your mother on several occasions accused you of 
being intimate with Taylor? 

Ons 798; she always hac that in the back of her 
mind, 

She used to harp on that? - 
Yes, i = 

As late as up to when - do you remember? 

Oh, as late as up to last year, Whenevér she 
got angry, she woulà say something about that. 


Well, now come back to the night in question-— 
(the night of the murder) who was there with you 
Hama, Margaret my sister, and Belle, who was a 
cook, 

What were you doing? 

Ivas lying on the couch, read a book — the 
"Cruise of the Kawa! by Walter Trapri = 
little story, aaa 
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Yes, and I think Mrs, Sheloy was there ** 

Do you remember distinctly? 

She must have been, I can't say definitely that 
she was there, but it is m: conviction that she 
was there,** 

Did you ever hear your mother making any threats 
against Taylor? 

Oh, yes. Kot only against ir, Taylor, but 
against anybody who interferred with her - with 
her controlmof me - or with me. 

Can you give us any particular occasions? 

I'm afraid I can't. Every tine she got angry, 
Did you ever hear her say she was going to kill 
him? 

Not definitely. She may have said, "I'll kill 
him; I'll kill hin," "*** irs, Shelby was like 
that, always going to kill somebody - 

She seemed very ceterzined that no one should 
interfere with her control over you and your 
affairs? 

She always spoxe violently - I can never remexber 
hor being calm =- until last summer, 


When did you first hear that Taylor had been 
killed? 

Thursday morning, just before noon, **** 

She (irs, Shelby) said, "Taylor's been found 
murdered in bed this morning - where were you 
last night?" It's ny impression that kargery 
Berger had telephone to her - the papers haf’ 
been ringing with extras "XI, Taylor found 
purdered in bed," 

the first you heard was about 11:30 on Thursday 
morning? 

Yes, 

4nd you got the news from your mother? 

Yes. 

Do you think it could have been as early as 9 
o'clock when your mother care over? 

Possibly. 

But your impression is that it was about 11:307 
I think so, 

She (irs, Shelby) was back in Los Angeles when 
he was killed? 

Oh, yes, she was in Los Angeles at the time. 


By the way, you never owned a revolver, did you? 
Yes, I bought one in the summer of 1923, 

there did you buy it? 

I went to Dyas’! and bought it. `. 

Well, you shot your mother's? A I did = very 
carefully - in the left hand corner of the room, 
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INQUEST STATEMENTS 


LES EYTON 
»Panous Players-Lasky 
Inquest Statement - 2-4-22 





ir, Taylor's assistent rang me up at my residence 


about, I should judge, 8 o'clock, and told me 
Mr, Taylor had died suddenly .** 

Was his body cold at that time? 

Stone cold and very stiff and rigid, 

Where was the oocy lying with reference to the 
front entrance to his home? 

It was lying in front of a little desk with the 
heac pointed east and the feet pointed west. I 
should judse the feet were three or four feet 
from the door - the front entrance, 








tho were present when you was there? 

When I came in, the first man I noticed was 
Detective Zeigler, whom I have known for a numbe 
of years, and Douglas *acLean, Charles aigne, 
the landlord, and “arry Fellows, tir, Taylor's 
assistant director, 


When you were called to this place, did you see 
any firearms in this room where he was? 
No. 






Was his clothing ruffled in any way 
showing any violence? 2 

No, absolutely none; it looked Tike he just 
walked in the door and was shot in the back; tha 
is the way it looked, It didn!t shew any evidén 
in the room when I got there - neither the room 
nor the body showed any evidence of a struggle, 








- HENRY PEZVey. 
Taylor's Colored Servant 
Inquest statement. 2-4-22 s 


I am usually there about half past seven, 


That time did you arrive there the next morning?; 


At just about half past seven, 


Who did you summon? Who did you call to? 

I don't know 

Several people came, did they? 

Yes sir; I think Hr, Desmond, and the gentleman 
who owns the court was the first. 

You mean Mr. Jessurum? 

Yes sir. 
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When you first opened the door, did you see any 
furniture overturned, or any signs of a disturb- 
ance in the nouse? 

Nothing mor then a chair that was sitting next t 
the wall had been pushed out a little but and hi 
feet was under this chair, The rest of the furni- 
ture around the house and rooms upstairs was jus 
as I left them when I went away that evening, 


Was the ring on his finger the next morning? 
Yes sir. His other jewelry that I had put away 
the night before wes just as I had put it avay 
up in the dresser drawer. 

You didn't finc enything taken from the apartrent? 
No sir, it was just as when I left it when I 
found it, The rug was a little bit kicked up, 
It looked like he had pushed it with his foot, 
There was no other disturbance there? 

No sir; even the living room table that I hai 
moved aside--it was just ahaxe as I left it. 
** The lights were burning just as I had left i 
them that night; tso lights, one in theliving 
Toom and one in the dining room. 


T. A, ZEIGLER, Inv, Officer LAPD 
Coroner's Inquest 2-4-22 


“nen did you arrive there? 
A little before 8 o'clock in the morning of 
February 2nd. 
I-found the deceased, lr; Taylor, lying just 
inside of thé door on his back, His hands, one 
of them, apparently to »the side of his body, and 
the other lying outstretched; and blood pouring 
from his mouth, He was lying with his head to 
the east, flat on his back, dead, 
Was his body rigid and cold? ` 
It was. 
“ho was there when you arrived there? 
Tke owner of the ouidling, Mr. -acLean, another 
movie actor, and ir, Peavey, 
Do you mean the owner of the building, Mr. 
Jessurum? 
Yes, sir, and Mr, MacLean, and anbther man I 
don't know, 
Did Mr, Jessurun tell you he heard a shot? 
I think he did. * 
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STATEVZENT OF CHAUNCEY EATON 
Chauffeur for rs. Shelby H 
Tazen 6-1-36, at 4:30 PH 


He was rurdered on the night of February lst, 
1922, “hen di€ you first hear of the murder, 
If I an-not mistaken, wheh I went to the New 
Hampshire house the next morning about 8 o'clock 


“ho told you about Taylor being murdered? 
I think urs. “kelby called to me from an upstair$ 
window and said, "Did you know that Teylor kad 
been =ardered?" | 


Can you fix the exact time of the morning? Í 
Kot otherwise, about 8 o'clock, 

i 
(Witness is speaking about taking the gun from | 
Ml Llimter at the time of her attempted suicide] 
Can you describe gun which you unloaded 
which celonged to ary? i 
I think a 25 caliber blue automatic. I believe 
we could find the shells of that gun because I 
hid them on a beam in the New Hampshire house. 

















